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by refusing to take cognizance of my paper on Agathon's embolima in Vol. VII 
of this Journal. A reference to Professor Capps's article in the American 
Journal of Archaeology, X, 287 ff ., has been inadvertently omitted both here 
and in ii (c). 

The second part treats of the religion, humanity, and action of the chorus 
and Euripides' use of a second chorus. In the discussion of the last topic 
Graber's De Poetarum Atticorum Arte Scaenica (1911), pp. 56 ff., ought 
to have been taken into account. On p. 113, note 2, Verrall's The Bacchants 
of Euripides and Other Essays (1910) should be added to the bibliography 
cited. 

In the last part, after a careful examination of the ancient testimonia, 
the author decides that a hyporcheme was "a melos adapted for at least two 
different orchestric movements, one subordinated to the other," that it was 
"essentially mimetic, and that its verses were composed in so rapidly moving 
rhythm that both song and dance rendered the moods of the participants 
restless and impatient" (pp. 146 and 154). In Sophocles' Ajax, vss. 693 ff., 
he recognizes a hyporcheme with certainty and by inference therefrom also 
in four other plays of Sophocles, in four of Aeschylus, and in five of Euripides. 

The dominant note of Dr. Phoutrides' paper is the freshness of treatment, 
possibly due to racial sympathy. We never get the impression that we 
are dealing with "dead" literature or that Euripides is "with yesterday's 
seven thousand years." The Greek playwright is discussed as if he were no 
more ancient than Ibsen and as if his message were no less valuable. I cannot 
commend this feature too highly. 

Roy C. Flickingee 

Northwestern University 



Pliny. Letters. In two volumes. With an English translation by 
William Melmoth, revised by W. M. L. Hutchinson. (Loeb 
Classical Library.) London: William Heinemann, 1915. 
Pp. xvi+535+440. $1.50 each. 
The Loeb Classical Library has not always insisted upon brand-new 
translations for its issues, but never before have the managers sanctioned the 
reprinting of a version well on in the second century of its age. Lest it 
be imagined that this circumstance makes the present volumes a mere poor 
relation in the Loeb family of classics, it may be said that the reviser's work 
seems to have removed the obvious disadvantages of such an antiquated 
version, and, in the second place, that Melmoth was an ideal person to trans- 
late Pliny and his times ideal times in which to do it. Perhaps no modern 
translator could so closely imitate in English the artificial graces of Pliny's 
style; for Melmoth was just such a letter- writer as Pliny himself, and pos- 
sessed of considerable talent; and, on the whole, it is better to let a citizen 
of those days, when letter-writing was esteemed an art, turn Pliny into the 
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classical English form than, in the twentieth century, to attempt to reproduce 
the manner of the eighteenth. Melmoth, of course, had to be corrected. 
He wrote far too profusely, in the first place, and he often mistranslated. 
But as far as can be shown by comparison of several letters from various 
parts of the present collection with Melmoth's edition of 1757 (the first edi- 
tion was in 1746), the reviser seems to have carried out his task wisely and 
well. Let it be hoped that through this popular translation many readers 
may find quiet amusement as they see through the thoroughly obvious 
affectation of this Roman gentleman, so anxious for estimation as a literary 
genius, the many amiable qualities of Pliny, and his really eminent place in 
history as a lawyer, financier, administrator, letter-writer, and friend of 
great men. 

This edition cannot be expected to fulfil the demands for an authoritative 
critical and exegetical publication of the Letters, and Mr. Hutchinson very 
properly does not attempt anything of the sort. His critical and explanatory 
notes, his introduction, and the notice of the manuscript tradition are all 
calculated to fill the wants of the casual reader. It may be remarked that 
Codices R and F do not contain Books i-v entire, as he seems to imply; R 
extends only through v. 6. 32 (p. 127, 13 of Kukula's edition). The propriety 
of reprinting the Bipons text, too, in preference to Keil and Kukula, or to 
Merrill in the portions which the latter has edited, may be questioned, but 
the critical notes appended will probably offset whatever difficulty may be 
thus incurred. 

Frank Egleston Robbins 

University of Michigan 



Oidipus. Geschichte eines poetischen Stoffs im griechischen Altertum. 

By Carl Robert. Weidmann: Berlin, 1915. 2 vols. Pp. 

587; 204. 
The wealth of material and learning in this book makes it impossible 
to give it an adequate review. A hint may be obtained from the Table of 
Contents: i, "Die Kultstatten des Oidipus: Eteonos, Sparta, Attika"; 
ii, "Die Sphinx"; iii, "Oidipus, Konig von Theben"; iv, "Eteokles und 
Polyneikes und der Bruderkrieg"; v, "Das Epos"; vi, "Das Drama: 
Die thebanische Trilogie des Aischylos, Der erste Oidipus des Sophokles, 
Der Oidipus des Euripides, Die Antigone des Sophokles, Die Antigone des 
Euripides, Die Phoinissen des Euripides, Der zweite Oidipus des Sophokles"; 
vii, "Oidipus bei den ubrigen Tragikern und in der Paradoxographie " ; 
viii, "Oidipus in der Mythographie." The second volume contains notes 
to the eight chapters and an index to the whole work. 

All scholars know the equipment of the author and therefore will be 
prepared for the elaborate treatment of the story of Oedipus which Robert 
has given us. He deals with religion, mythology, topography, poetry, both 



